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SMG readies for new McCormick Place/Wintrust Arena opening,
hiring of David Kennedy, Assistant GM of Entertainment
Kennedy’s long-established special events and sports experience help elevate Chicago’s newest
entertainment venue, reimage Chicago’s South Loop as a global entertainment destination
CHICAGO - December 6, 2016 - SMG has hired David Kennedy as the incoming Assistant General
Manager of Entertainment, McCormick Place/Wintrust Arena. This hire begins the process of
SMG assuming managerial responsibility of the arena upon its anticipated completion in the fall
of 2017.
Kennedy is an events industry veteran with more than 25 years in event and entertainment
management, most recently as the Director of Special Events for the Chicago Department of
Cultural Affairs and Special Events. He was previously Deputy Director of Recreation & Program
Services for the Chicago Park District, Director of Sports Development for the Mayor’s Office of
Special Events and Venue Logistic Manager for The Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games.
A graduate of Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa, with a bachelor’s degree in business
management, Kennedy is also an executive committee member of the Chicago Sports
Commission.
Lori Healey, CEO of the Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority (MPEA) which owns
McCormick Pace and the Wintrust Arena, added: “David brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience to the McCormick Square campus, and we are excited by his addition to the SMG
family.”
“We are pleased to welcome David Kennedy and the Wintrust Arena to our family of SMGmanaged properties and are confident that McCormick Place’s new entertainment department
will thrive under his leadership, combined with SMG’s booking network, client base and other
resources to generate a greater economic impact for the City of Chicago,” said Bob McClintock,
COO and Senior Vice President - Convention Centers, SMG.

“We are excited to welcome David Kennedy to the McCormick Place/SMG executive team. His
vast experience planning and executing some of Chicago’s high-profile entertainment and
sporting events will be an asset to our team as we enhance our footprint into the sporting and
entertainment business,” said David Causton, Regional Vice President/General Manager of
McCormick Place.
Kennedy started on December 5, 2017.
The newly named Wintrust Arena is a 10,000-seat, multi-purpose arena features 22 suites and
479 club seats and will be home to DePaul University men’s and women’s basketball teams.
Upon completion in 2017, it will become a prominent Chicago venue for concerts, sporting
events, meetings and conventions, family-friendly shows and other major special events.
The Wintrust Arena is connected to McCormick Place via sky bridges. Along with the soon-tobe-completed Marriott Marquis Chicago hotel, Wintrust Arena will be an important component
to Chicago’s newest community, McCormick Square.
###
About SMG
Founded in 1977, SMG provides management services to more than 230 public assembly
facilities including convention and exhibition centers, arenas, stadiums, theatres, performing
arts centers, equestrian facilities, science centers and a variety of other venues. With facilities
across the globe, SMG manages more than 14.4 million square feet of exhibition space and
more than 1.75 million sports and entertainment seats. As the recognized global industry
leader, SMG provides venue management, sales, marketing, event booking and programming,
construction and design consulting, and pre-opening services for over 230 facilities worldwide.
About McCormick Place
McCormick Place, the largest exhibition and meeting facility in North America, offers 2.6 million
square feet of exhibit space, 173 meeting rooms, one of the largest ballrooms in the world and
the 4,249-seat Arie Crown Theater. Located on Chicago’s lakefront just minutes from
downtown, McCormick Place is owned the Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority and is
managed by SMG, a worldwide convention management company.

